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Gr eenw ays 
Knocjholt 
near Seven oaks 
Kent 


October 18 th.-, 19*66 


Dear Dolly, 


It was good to hear from you. I hope this letter reaches 
you at home and that you* re feeling better. Thank goodness 
you have Philomena to keep things going. 

Tell, I took in what you said about young Donald Driscoll 
and it floes seem his case his hop el es 3, though I hate to 
see anyone in jail. I have mentioned his case in the 
small booklet that will be published in Dublin in a few 
months time. This may do him some good. 

We are ceratinly pressing on for sites. Venni and I 
went over to France last week (it is only 50 miles from 
here) and attended n meeting of the International Gypsy 
Committee in Paris. That is are own organisation composed 
entirely of educated Gypsy people and travellers. V a nko 
Rouda, who’ was at Ballinasloe last year, is the 
secretary. A Gypsy from Algeria, Junn Fernandez, ie the 
president at the morneit. 

We were paraits of honour at Vanko Kouda* s son Manuel’s 
baptism and the next day reported about the situation in 
Ireland. The Gypsy people in France were shocked to hear 
about the conditions many families in Ireland are living 
in,, especially those in tents. They conaennecL the Irish 
Government for the way travellers are treated and a report 
of this should have appeared in the "TEveiing Press" and 
'’Irish Times'' on October 11 or IS. 

T he Gypsies and travellers in .Ihgiand are now going to 
form their own association and a meeting is being held 
in London on December 10th., which is "Human Rights Day" 

We expect about 1,000 families to be represented tft the 
meeting and Vanko Rouda or Jusn Fernandez are coming over from 
France for the occasion. You will probably see something in thee 
Press about this when the time comes. 

There are two things you can do to help make the new 
association a success i send us a letter giving the 
- support of the travellers around Cork, saying they support 
the plan to ge 3ites arid secondly, give r \ copies ofnthe 
"Travellers’ Voice" newspaper which we intx*nd to bring out. 
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I only ho^e you will be well soon and able to keep up 
thw good work* 

We are all well enough here. Venni i 3 going to college 
in London studying to be a teacher 30 that later on, we 
hope, we will be able to start more schools for travelling 
children. 

By the way, there is to be a gathering of Gypsies in 
France next summer and any one wishing to come form Ireland 
is especially welcome. There will be n c#ip set up in the 
grounds of this castle the Gypsy people have bought md 
lessons will be given to the children of the families 
that come. 

I should say too, that the Gypsy people are seeking 
recognition from the United Nations through the 
committee in i^aris* If we can get United Nations support 
the governraeits in the different countries will hpve to do 
som et hing • 

I can hardly believe that Keating and U’Melloy have 
done nothing since. And they a 3 ked us not to march to the 
City Hall because they were going to get the travellers a 
site. "Hiat have they done ? 

Glad to hear you got som 3 tiling out of the Health 
Authority. 
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